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How Do We Meet This Test? 


According to the Scriptures love is an out- 
standing characteristic of a Christian; love for 
God and love for our fellow men. 


As we realize more and more from what we 
have been saved, and the privileges and hope 
which are ours, this love for God and His Christ 
must deepen. 


And as the Holy Spirit works in our hearts 
there must also develop an increasing love for 
others; for other Christians as brothers in Christ 
and for the unsaved as men and women who 
need Him. 


sy the standards laid down in the Bible how 
do we rate? Is love an obvious and outstanding 
characteristic of our lives? The writer is writing 
to himself more than any one else. How piti- 
fully we fail in this basic requirement! 


John writes: “We know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren.” Do we have this witness in our 
hearts? 


Love is the first Christian grace mentioned 
as a fruit of the indwelling Spirit. It was love 
which motivated God’s redemption of man 
through His Son. 


It is love in our lives which will commend 
the Gospel we profess. An unbelieving world 
may be totally unimpressed by theological or 
ecclesiastical arguments but love will break down 
the barriers of indifference and help win men 
to Christ. 


The problem of race relations has been im- 
measurably harmed by trying to solve it pri- 
marily on a legal basis. Christian love in one’s 
heart and a genuine appreciation of the feelings 
of others will do more to solve this problem than 
all court decisions or church pronouncements 
combined. 


The love about which the Bible talks has 
nothing in common with the maudlin sentiment 


PAGE 2 


usually associated with the word “love” today. 
The love which comes only as Christ captivates 
and fills the heart is described by the apostle 
Paul in I Corinthians 13 and our own self- 
esteem shrivels up and we stand naked and con 
demned as we realize how utterly we fail to 
exemplify this in our own lives. 


We believe a new emphasis on the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit is needed; an emphasis which 
recognizes that where there is fruit there must 
first be a root and that this is found in the 
possession of one’s heart and life by the Holy 
Spirit. 


Our Church has been beset with internal 
problems for years. Too often we have tried 
to solve them in a spirit having little in com 
mon with the work of the Holy Spirit. 


All around us there are men and women who 
do not know Christ. Again and again we fail 
them — and in failing them we are failing 
our Lord — because we do not approach them 
in a spirit of love and genuine concern. 


Within society as a whole there is needed 
the softening and transforming power of a 
Christ-inspired love. How often we approach 
our community or our national life with the 
mailed fist rather than with a spirit of Christian 
love! 


Take the New Testament and underscore the 
word love wherever it occurs. It rests at the 
very heart of the Christian profession and of 
daily living for Christ. But do we exemplify 
it in our lives as we should? 


Love is not a natural state but a Christian 
grace, the evidence of the transforming power 
of the indwelling Holy Spirit. It is a grace 
which can be cultivated by exercise and which 
is a rewarding evidence of a continued growth 
in our knowledge of and love for our Saviour 
and Lord. 


Our constant prayer should be for the open- 
ing of our hearts to the Holy Spirit that He 
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Who alone can bring about this transformation 
and inspire this new quality in our lives may 
have His righteous way. 

Not only will it make us new creatures but 
it will make others want the One who brings 
about the transformation. 

—L.N.B. 





Not Apostate: 


Sometimes Wrong. 
The other day a Presbyterian college student 


asked me whether the Presbyterian Church USA 
was apostate. His father is the leading officer 
in such a congregation. He was converted in 
it, but he had been told that it as a part of 
the USA Church was apostate. My question in 
reply, “Does this congregation preach the Gos- 
pel?” “Yes, indeed,” he responded, “perhaps 
more vigorously than the nearby US Church.” 


“Then it is not apostate,” was my answer. 


This whole thing of labeling a denomination 
apostate is not Protestant, but Roman Catholic. 
The Protestant measuring rod is not the de- 
nominational organization. The marks of the 
Church are the Word truly preached and the 
sacraments rightly administered. 


When John Calvin was put out of Geneva, 
preaching deteriorated, discipline became lax, 
and the work of the deacons lagged. His friends 
wrote him that the Church was apostate and 
that they had ceased attending. He wrote them 
back by all means to go to Church, that those 
who deserted the Church were themselves traitors 
to God. Where the Gospel is preached in its 
substantial integrity there is the Church and 
there those who would have God as their 
Father are to worship. 


The Reformers never labeled even the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in all its parts as apostate. 
They rejected the Papal cancer, while affirm- 
ing the body of Christ. They affirmed that 
there were true Churches even among the 
papists, that is, wherever the Gospel was 
preached among them. 


When the Kirk of Scotland under the domina- 
tion of the Moderates put out such men as 
Thomas Gillespie, John Witherspoon held the 
machine up to ridicule in his Arcana or Ecclest- 
astical Characteristics, but he never deserted the 
Church nor described it as apostate. In due 
time he came to Princeton to teach sound 
theology in America and organize the first Gen- 
eral Assembly in the United States. 





When St. Louis Presbytery removed Dr. S. B. 
McPheeters, Dr. Charles Hodge denounced it 
as an injustice with few parallels in the history 
of the Church. But Dr. Hodge never left the 
Church nor his charge at Princeton, though 
Oxford Presbytery denounced him for his fear- 
less condemnation of the wrong done Dr. 
McPheeters. 


It is my opinion, that the USA Church was 
wrong in deposing from the ministry that heroic 
defender of the faith, J. Gresham Machen under 
a decree that has no citation of nor any refer- 
ence to Scripture in it. After this act, Dr. 
Machen continued to preach the glorious Gospel 
of the Blessed God with his lips and his pen. 
Consequently, I do not agree that the act of 
deposition from the ministry of the Word had 
the Divine sanction. 


In all such cases, if wrong has been done, 
we can leave the wrong to the Son of God to 
judge and deal with as He alone is able to do 
in wisdom, understanding, love, righteousness, 
grace — speaking to the wrongdoers in judg- 
ment and in forgiving grace. We do not have 
to take judgment into our hands, nor put our- 
selves on Roman Catholic ground and decry 
the denomination as apostate. 


Have such wrongs been done also in the 
Presbyterian Church, US? Under the leadership 
of J. H. Thornwell and his successors we have 
written into our Book of Church Order that 
an offense, the proper object of ecclesiastical 
discipline, is only that which the Holy Scrip- 
tures, the law of Christ, the only Lawgiver, 
condemns as sinful, cf. par. 179. “Nothing ought 
to be considered by any court as an offense, or 
admitted as a matter of accusation, which can- 
not be proved to be such from Scripture as 
interpreted in these Standards.” Further charges 
ought not to be received on slight grounds, 224, 
and errors ought to be considered whether they 
strike at the vitals of religion or are not likely 
to do much injury, 227. Wherever these or 
other sections of our Book have been disre- 
garded and injury has been done to a minister 
of the Gospel by his brethren the higher court 
ought to redress the error. In the final analysis, 
if wrong has been done in our Church and the 
highest appeal has not righted the wrong, then 
as a Christian receive the wrong as Christ re- 
ceived so many wrongs for our sakes . . . 
and leave the righting of the wrong to Him 
Whose eyes are as a flame of fire. 

—W.C.R. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D. D. 








God, Gold and Government 


Howard E. Kershner. Prentice Hall, Inc. $2.95. 


Why has America developed a standard of 
living never before approached by any other 
people? What is the reason for the miracle of 
America? What is the explanation for the fact 
that 7% of the world’s people produce nearly 
half of its industrial wealth? What is the reason 
for this astonishing performance? Such pene- 
trating questions are raised in this volume and 
convincing answers are given. 


Dr. Kershner contends that the true explana- 
tion of the miracle of America lies in the 
spiritual rather than in the material realm. 
Other countries have large natural resources. 
America has no monopoly on natural wealth. 
The author points to “the worship of God and 
the willingness to observe His laws and follow 
His leadership as the greater part of the ex- 
planation of the miracle of America.” 


The Profit Motive 


Despite the fact that many today are castigat- 
ing the profit motive in business, Dr. Kershner 
devotes Chapter 5 to the nature of profit and 
its legitimacy. On this subject Dr. Kershner 
avers, “Profit is the corn not used for food that 
is carefully saved, in order that a bigger crop 
may be grown next year; it is the dollars not 
used for payroll, raw materials, taxes, payment 
for the use of capital and other expenses, that 
can be re-invested for plant expansion and bet- 
ter equipment in order that future production 
may be greater; it is the fertilizer that quickens 
the imagination of men, spurring them to ever 
new and greater efforts. Profit is the reward 
that comes to those who are most successful 
in supplying human wants — who deliver bet- 
ter goods and services than others are offering; 
it might be said to be a commission on the 
service an entrepreneur is able to render to 
the public. Profit will inspire more men and 
women to make extraordinary efforts than any 
other known motive; since it comes from ren- 
dering better service or producing better mer- 
chandise at lower prices, it is a result, or by- 
product of service rendered to the public. The 
fact of profit is proof that service has been 
rendered. Profit is probably only a fraction of 
one per cent of the benefit accruing to the 
public but small as it is, it caused that benefit. 


“Some there are who regard profit with dis- 
dain and contempt and speak of producing 
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goods for use and not for profit. They do not 
seem to realize that unless goods are widely 
used, there will be no profit, and that if there 
is no profit, equipment cannot be maintained, 
assembly lines expanded nor production in- 
creased. Profit is the proof that there has been 
use — extensive use. Business must be profitable 
or it will not and cannot continue to supply 
goods and services to the people.” 


Dr. Kershner denies that profit in business 
is a drag or a handicap or an expense to the 
people. Profits are prima facie evidence, he 
says, that someone has succeeded in rendering 
better service to the public than anyone else 
has been able to render. A number of illustra- 
tions are employed to make clear the essential 
and beneficial nature of profit. Summarizing 
these examples he concludes, “Profit has given 
us hospitals, museums, libraries, churches, or- 
chestras, operas, schools and colleges. It con- 
tributes in a thousand ways to the material, 
cultural and spiritual progress of our people. 
It might truthfully be said that the amount of 
profit earned within a nation is a measure of 
the progress that is being made. Destroy profit, 
or confiscate it by excessive taxation, and ad- 
vance in all these many directions will cease. 
The status quo could not even be maintained 
and regression toward primitive times would 
set in.” 


People who would eliminate profit from busi- 
ness seldom propose a sensible alternative. Rec- 
ognizing this fact, Dr. Kershner declares, “May- 
be capable men could be persuaded to perform 
such miracles by some incentive other than 
large salaries but, for most men, and excepting 
only a few great souls, no other inducement 
has proved so effective. Some are not reconciled 
to face the facts but continue to complain that 
men ought to be motivated by more worthy 
considerations. Try as we will to change them, 
nevertheless, we must work with men as we find 
them. 


“Our Lord was sparing in his criticism of 
men and declared that ‘ . . the laborer 
is worthy of his hire . . . ’ (Luke 10:7). 
He commended those who were industrious and 
used such capital as they possessed to earn profit, 
and the larger the profit the more he entrusted 
them with larger responsibilities. 


“There is nothing wrong with profit earned 
in honest enterprise. It is essential as a means 
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of inducing greater effort. In the societies where 
the most profit has been earned, the greatest 
progress has been made toward conquering pov- 
erty. If we want to meet human needs, relieve 
suffering, banish the specter of hunger, disease 
and misery from our country, and throughout 
the world, we must encourage those who are 
able to manage businesses successfully and to 
earn a profit. We must not criticize, hamper 
or tax them to the point of discouragement. 
We must recognize the enormous value of their 
contributions, seek them out, and create a fav- 
orable environment in which they can do their 
best.” 


Many social planners today advocate seizing 
the wealth of others and dividing it instead 
of seeking to develop in the poor the character 
and capacity necessary to make a greater con- 
tribution to society so they in turn will receive 
larger incomes. Dr. Kershner maintains that 
these advocates are not following in the foot- 
steps of Christ but have departed from His 
teachings and are appealing to Caesar to do that 
which they seem to feel cannot be accomplished 
through the religion of Christ. They think the 
state 1s more powerful than God so they are 
preaching the “welfare state” rather than the 
gospel of Christ. In this connection Dr. Kersh- 
ner counsels, “The advocates of the so-called 
‘social gospel’ by coercive action of the state, 
invoke the name of Christ to justify their de- 
sire to take wealth from others in order that 
they might bestow it upon those whom they 
think more needy or more deserving. Some 
Christians talk about equalizing incomes and 
dividing up the wealth as if it were the very 
essence of the gospel. Our Lord did not share 
their views even though He faced the same prob- 
lems, the same demands and the same type of 
propaganda as we face today. When a certain 
man said to Jesus: ‘Master, speak to my brother, 
that he divide the inheritance with me.’ (Luke 
12:13), Jesus replied to this would-be equalizer 
of wealth: ‘Man, who made me a judge or a 
divider over you? And He said unto them, Take 
heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth.’ (Luke 12:14-15). 


“The equalizers of wealth were in full cry 
2,000 years ago even as today. The communists, 
the socialists and the welfare staters of today 
are only the modern advocates of the age-old 
propaganda to take wealth from others. 


“The shrill cry of ‘divvy up’ has been heard 
through the ages but is becoming more insistent 
today than it was 2,000 years ago. 


“Many covet the possessions of others, and 
try to get them by political means, whereas 
the right way to meet one’s own needs is through 
the rendering of service to others. 
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“We need a law, say some, to make employers 
pay higher wages; we need a law, say others, 
to compel the workers to give a fair day’s labor; 
we need laws, say many, to force a redistribution 
of wealth through the medium of taxation and 
a bigger government bureaucracy. 


“Listen again to Jesus’ reply to all this clamor: 
who made me a judge or a divider 
‘ Take heed and 


over you? , 
beware of covetousness 


“Thus Jesus silenced the propaganda and 
refused to have any part in the distribution of 
wealth and equalization of income. 


“Although the poor were much in Jesus’ mind, 
and He had great sympathy for them, He never- 
theless saw clearly that the way to help them 
was not to give them the possessions of others, 
but to nurture in them the seeds of character 
and integrity which would make them more 
useful members of society, and so bring to them 
more adequate incomes. As Paul Harvey puts 
it, “You never hear of Jesus worrying about 
moving people out of the slums. He walked 
the squalid streets from end toend . . . and 
getting the slums out of the people.’” 


Limited Government 


Chapter 7 will make a strong appeal to South- 
erners who still believe in the 10th amendment 
to the Constitution. This chapter is called 
“Limited Government.” The author holds that 
our ancestors knew that if they were to remain 
free men in control of their government and 
not to become its slaves they must greatly limit 
its power. Our federal government was estab- 
lished on the basis that it would do nothing 
which the states and the people were able to 
do for themselves. Little by little this has been 
reversed until we are approaching a condition 
wherein the states and the people will do noth- 
ing which they hope to get the federal govern- 
ment to do for them. “Today,” says Dr. Kersh- 
ner, “when difficulty of any kind arises, the 
ready answer is ‘more government.’ ” 


Citing the early history of our country, Dr. 
Kershner shows that the Pilgrim Fathers tried 
communism when they founded the Plymouth 
colony in Massachusetts. All grain was put in 
a common pool from which each received his 
portion. The experiment failed. The author 
quotes Governor Bradford’s comment on this 
attempt at collectivism: “‘It was found to 
breed much confusion and discontent and retard 
much employment that would have been to 
their benefit and comfort. For the young men 
that were most able and fit for labor and 
service did repine that they should spend their 
time and strength to work for other men’s wives 
and children without any recompense. The 
strong or men of parts had no more in division 
of victuals and clothes than he that was weak 
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and not able to do a quarter the others could; 
this was thought injustice.’ 


“Governor Bradford goes on to explain how 
this experiment showed the falsity of the belief 
that, ‘ . . . the taking away of property 
and bringing in community into a common- 
wealth would make them happy and flourish- 
ing if they were wiser than God.’ 


“The able men, Governor Bradford explains, 

thought it some indignity and dis- 
respect to be ruled and equalized in labor and 
victuals, clothes, etc., with the meaner and 
younger sort and for men’s wives to be com- 
manded to do service for other men as dressing 
their meat, washing their clothes, etc., they 
deemed it a kind of slavery, neither could many 
husbands well brook it.’ 


4 


“At the end of two years of collectivism, the 
Pilgrims were starving. They held a council 
to devise means of staying alive. As usual under 
such circumstances, they decided it would be 
each man for himself. In Governor Bradford's 
own words, the Pilgrims ‘ began to think 
how they might raise as much corn as they 
could and obtain a better crop. . . . At 
length after much debate of things, the Gov- 
ernor with the advice of the chiefest among 
them gave way that they should set corn every 
man for his own particular and in that regard 
trust to themselves ‘ 


“The decision having been made, the Gov- 
ernor assigned to every family a fair share of 
ground. This move he reports,‘ . . . had 
very good success; for it made all hands very 
industrious, so as much more corn was planted 
than otherwise would have been by any means 
the Governor or any other could use, and saved 
him a great deal of trouble, and gave far better 
content. The women now went willingly into 
the fields and took their little ones with them 
to set corn, which before would allege weak- 
ness and disability; whom to have compelled 
would have been thought great tyranny and 
oppression. 


“In the autumn of 1623, six months after the 
end of the communist experiment, the first 
Thanksgiving celebrated the abundance result- 
ing from private enterprise. In Governor Brad- 
ford’s words: ‘By this time the harvest was come 
and instead of famine now God gave them 
plenty and the face of things was changed to 
the rejoicing of the hearts of many for which 
they blessed God. And the effect of their par- 
ticular planting was well seen, for all had, one 
way and another, pretty well to bring the year 
about, and some of the abler sort and more 
industrious had to spare, and sell to others, so 
as any general want or famine hath not been 
amongst them since this day.’ ” 


When the government is limited to a few 
functions, the people can understand and con- 
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trol it, but when it becomes complex as it is 
today, Dr. Kershner is correct in saying, “No 
one understands it, and no grouping of people 
is able to control it — not even the officials 
whom we elect to devote their full time to it. 
If our senators and representatives spent all 
their time reading bills, with no time for com- 
mittee hearings, research and investigation, they 
could not read all the bills upon which they 
must vote. Obviously, therefore, they must vote 
unintelligently on many measures. If that is 
true of our full time representatives, what about 
us ordinary people who must devote most of 
our time to earning our living, leaving us at 
most an hour or two a day to study public 
affairs? 


“Under such conditions, people readily admit: 
‘This thing is too complicated. We don’t under- 
stand it, but the President has the experts, the 
advisors, the counselors and all the help he 
needs to analyze these measures. He certainly 
knows more about it than we do, so let’s give 
him the authority to make the decisions and 
to act.’ 


“By that process we pass over more and more 
power and authority, and one function after 
another is added to the activities of the cen- 
tral government. In such manner, our freedom 
and independence are slipping away from us 
and more and more, instead of the people con- 
trolling the government, the government con- 
trols them.” 


Freedom Is Indivisible 


Dr. Kershner insists that freedom is indivisible. 
Kill it in one realm and it dies in another. On 
this point the author argues, “The difficulties 
resulting from government-controlled economy 
are such that government soon finds it neces- 
sary to silence opposition and compel obedi- 
ence. The fear of chaos is so great that people 
are likely to ratify such action at the ballot 
box and to vote more and more power to the 
central government until it is supreme. Then, 
when it wishes and when necessity warrants, it 
suppresses the free franchise. 


“On the other hand, if we want to keep our 
franchise and our freedom, we must divorce 
the government entirely from control of our 
economic activities. We can have one or the 
other — freedom or government-managed econ- 
omy — but we cannot have both. It is time 
for us to choose under which of these two sys- 
tems we desire to live. If we do not choose soon, 
we shall lose the power of choice and shall 
find ourselves enslaved by our government.” 


This discerning chapter closes with this elo- 
quent appeal. “We who believe in freedom un- 
der God must fight against state usurpation. 
We who believe in God first — not only on 
one’s own life and in the family but in business 
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and in government — will never submit to an 
all powerful state. Upon the ministers of the 
Christian religion rests the responsibility of pro- 
claiming the living Gospel that will command 
the whole allegiance of men. They must arouse 
our citizens to the danger that threatens them 
and bring them to a willingness to pledge their 
lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor to 
the perpetuation of our free, Christian civiliza- 
tion.” 


Dr. Kershner does not pretend to write from 
a neutral state of mind. He believes that the 
time has come for Americans to make definite 
decisions. His final appeal is, “Our fathers be- 
queathed to us this pearl of great price. Shall 





we preserve it and pass it on to posterity, or 
must our remote descendants, through renewed 
martyrdom and toil in centuries to come, re- 
trace the bloody steps leading to a new age 
of peace and freedom wherein men will have 
another opportunity to achieve the destiny for 
which God created them?” 


This book should be circulated and read 
widely through our church by both laymen and 
ministers. The church has much at stake in 
the field of Christian economics. Dr. Kersh- 
ner is an able counselor on this subject. We 
are grateful for his courageous presentation in 
this forthright discussion expressed in “God, 
Gold and Government.” 





Where Are The Un-Wed Fathers ? 


By Mrs. Leland Barbee 


Scattered across America are many homes established by men and women with the love of Christ 
in their hearts; homes where unfortunate girls are received, protected and cared for. One such home 
is Faith Cottage in Asheville, N. C., a home where Christ is magnified and where many of those who 


come under its roof also come to know the Saviour. 


The author of this article wrote it for one of our national magazines but has graciously permitted 


us to print it. Herein is food for thought. 


“Often the illegitimate offspring of a harlot 
or betrayed daughter carries through life the 
stigma which should rightfully have been carried 
by him who did the wilful sin. Unfair world 
that it is, one goes entirely free and clear so 
far as man can see, and the other, sometimes 
crushed, carries the shame alone.” 


(“The Pilgrim from the Hills” 
by Grace E. Green) 


This is to you, un-wed fathers, wherever you 
may be. 


Do you know where the unwed mother of 
your child is? Do you care what has become 
of her and your child or did you lose interest 
when you learned there was to be a child? 
Did you cast her aside unfeelingly and deny 
your responsibility for her condition? When 
your conscience began to prick you, did you try 
to silence it after the fashion of Adam who 
hesitated not at all to lay the blame for his 
disobedience on Eve? Did you consider your- 
self the innocent victim of a woman’s wiles? 
Since when could any woman—may she be ever 
so wily—force herself on an unwilling man? 
On the other hand, you have only to read the 
newspapers and listen to the radio to learn of 
the many women who have fallen victims to some 
man’s evil passions. 


APRIL 3, 1957 


—The Editor 


In Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter, 
you remember that Hester Prynn was made to 
wear a scarlet “A” exposed so that all could 
see it. The world today doesn’t go quite that 
far, but its un-Christian and inhuman treat- 
ment of what it calls a “fallen woman” is none 
the less cruel. That cruelty is deliberate and 
wicked. 


It was my privilege recently to spend a day 
by invitation in Faith Cottage in Asheville, 
North Carolina. Strange to say, I had to be 
told that Faith Cottage is a home which has 
been open to unwed expectant mothers for fifty 
years. During that time more than a thousand 
girls have been looked after there and equally 
that many have been turned away because of 
lack of room accommodation for more than 
twenty girls at one time. The waiting list is 
also alarmingly long. 


The girls who are so fortunate as to be ad- 
mitted to Faith Cottage find there three wise 
and good women who mother them, bind up 
their spiritual wounds as best they can and see 
to their religious training. Each girl is, as a 
rule, permitted to stay until her baby is four 
weeks old. Some provision is usually made for 
her future before she leaves. If she wants to 
keep her baby, she may. Otherwise it is taken 
to “Eliada” (“one whom God cares for”), an 
orphanage established by Mr. Compton who 
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conceived and carried out the plans for Faith 
Cottage. 


That day at Faith Cottage stirred up in me 
all kinds of emotions. There was deep sym- 
pathy for those unfortunate girls and great ad- 
miration for what was being done with and 
for them. But when I met them in assembly 
room for evening devotions and saw how very 
young they were and how sweet and ladylike, 
just like other girls we all know, indignation 
gripped me. Why should they have to leave 
their homes and families and friends and be 
isolated to a certain extent—from choice, I was 
told—when the fathers of their expected babies 
went scot-free? I turned to Miss Jesperson and 
her sister and Miss Anderson, the three dedicated 
women who have charge of Faith Cottage, and 
asked, “Where are the unwed fathers of these 
expected babies?” They answered that they had 
often wondered. 


So, where are you? Carrying on the kind of 
life, a normal life, such as all people have a 
right to enjoy? Living in such a way that 
those with whom you come in contact trust 
you, like you and haven't the slightest idea that 
in all justice you should be wearing a big scarlet 
“A” where every one could see it! Or that you 
should be confined for a time in a home for 
unwed fathers? 


Now I’m going to tell you about a little girl 
who, I’m sure, is not the one who bore your 
child, for no man in his right mind would have 
brought shame and sorrow to one so young. 


Helen, we will call her, was only thirteen 
years old when she was admitted to Faith Cot- 
tage. She was wearing her entire wardrobe 
which barely covered her pathetically thin body. 
Her childish face was pale and pinched and 
her suffering eyes seemed too large for their 
setting. When Miss Anderson took her to her 
room to freshen up, she found that what meager 
flesh covered her bones was black and blue from 
the beatings which, Helen later admitted, were 
given by her parents. Miss Anderson also 
learned later that the child had been underfed 
and had been obliged to sleep on the floor. 


Proper clothes, good nourishing food, good 
treatment and pleasant surroundings soon did 
wonders for Helen and she began to enjoy life 
in a real home such as she had never known 
before. She dreaded the time when she would 
have to leave it all . for what? 


Soon after her baby was born, Miss Jesper- 
son found her sobbing her little heart out. 
Miss Jesperson put her arms around her, gave 
her a good hug and said, “Helen, baby, what 
is the matter? You can tell me, can’t you?” 


“Oh, Miss Jesperson,” Helen cried out, “Can't 
I stay here? Can’t I? I don’t want to leave. If 
you will let me stay, I'll be no trouble at all. 
I'll do everything I can to help everybody that 
needs help — I really will. May I stay — 
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please?” ‘That pleading voice and the desperate 
look in those big eyes would have won over a 
heart much harder than Miss Jesperson’s which 
is noted for its tenderness. 


So Helen was permitted to stay and she more 
than lived up to the promises she made. She 
not only made herself useful in the usual ways 
but she improvised some of life’s little extras 
as glad surprises. 

Shortly before I spent that memorable day at 
Faith Cottage, Helen left to become the “daugh- 
ter” of a childless couple in one of our eastern 
states. She is twenty-three years old. 

You have now had a glimpse of some of the 
things which go on in Faith Cottage. Bow 
your head in thankfulness, unwed father, for 
the many “Faith Cottages” in our glorious coun- 
try which do everything humanly possible to 
erase the harmful effects of your deliberate sins. 
Won't you try from now on to take pride in 
your manhood instead of in your malehood? 
There is a difference, you know. 








Startling, but there they were, 
@ congregation of several hundred, 
worshipping in a synagogue around 
whose walls, inscribed in Hebrew, were 
the ten commandments, and over whose 
door was the Star of David. In honor of 
their guest preacher, Dr. Gartenhaus, 
they sang the Israel national anthem — 
in Hebrew. With deep interest they 
heard the gospel of Jesus Christ their 
Messiah. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 14 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Praised And Condemned 


Background Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11 
Devotional Reading: Hebrews 2:9-18 


Public opinion is very uncertain and unreliable. 


A mob may shout “Hosanna” one day, and 


“Crucify,” the next. I have seen something of the sort here in our country. A man may be a public 
hero one week and “in the doghouse” the next. We do not know just how many of the people who 
shouted and sang the praises of Jesus on Palm Sunday were in the crowd that yelled, “Crucify Him,” 
on Black Friday, but no doubt there were some of the same people. A mob is easily swayed by a 


few skillful leaders, and it was this small group 
of chief priests, scribes, and others who stirred 
up the multitude to call for the release of 
Barabbas and the crucifixion of Jesus. 


In Hebrews 2:9-18 we see the twofold nature 
of this scene at the cross: “But we see Jesus, 
who was made a little lower than the angels 
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory 
and honor.” There is the “shame of the cross,” 
and the “glory of the cross.” In the eyes of 
the world a cross is a shameful thing, the symbol 
of death because of some crime : in the eyes of 
God, and of those who realize that He was 
dying for sinners, the cross of Christ is a 
symbol of glory, so that Paul could boast in 
it, and say, “God forbid that I should glory 
save in the cross of Jesus Christ,” and we Chris- 
tians can sing, In the cross of Christ I glory. 


In our lesson today we see Jesus both praised 
and condemned. 


21:1-11; 27:19,23,24; 27:54. 


Matthew 21:1-11 gives the account of the Tri- 
umphal Entry into Jerusalem. Jesus made 
preparation for this by sending two of His 
disciples into the village to get the colt upon 
which He was to ride. This was in fulfillment 
of Zechariah 9:9. The meekness of the King 
was emphasized. He does not ride upon a 
prancing warhorse but upon the lowly colt of 
an ass. 


I. Jesus Praised: 


He was placed upon the colt and a great 
multitude spread their garments in the way 
while others cut down branches from the trees 
and strewed them in the way. He was in the 
midst of the throng, and both those going be- 
fore and those following cried, saying, Hosanna 
to the son of David : Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord : Hosanna in the 
highest. So great was the demonstration that 
the whole city of Jerusalem was moved and 
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asked, Who is this? The multitude said, This 
is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 
We see from this that they had not grasped the 
truth about Him, that He was the Son of 
God, although their words implied that He was 
their King and they were acclaiming Him as 
such. The religious leaders in Jerusalem were 
greatly disturbed by this outburst of public 
approval and w anted Him to rebuke His dis- 
ciples, but He answered, “I tell you that, if 
these should hold their peace, the stones would 
immediately cry out.” (Luke 19:40). It was 
the day of His triumph and nothing could stop 
it. The mob that only a few days later cried 
out, “Crucify” may have been composed of dif- 
ferent people, people from the city itself, but 
no doubt there were some of the same crowd. 


In Matthew 27:19 we have the words of Pilate’s 
wife who wrote, Have thou nothing to do with 
that just man. She had suffered many things 
in a dream because of Him. Then, in verses 
23 and 24 we have the words of Pilate himself 
as he asks the question, Why, what evil hath he 
done? He called for a basin of water and washed 
his hands before them, saying, I am innocent 
of the blood of this just person. If he had only 
the courage to refuse the demands of the Jews 
he might have gone down in history as a hero 
instead of a coward. The blood of Jesus on his 
hands could not be washed off with water. The 
answer of the people, as they said, His blood 
be on us and on our children, is to be kept in 
mind as we read the history of the Jews since 
that day. There is only one way for this blood 
to be removed : when they cry out Blessed is 
He that cometh in the name of the Lord, and 
accept Him as Saviour and King. 


Matthew tells about the two thieves, but does 
not tell of the conversion of one of them. We 
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find this in Luke 23:39-43. This thief saw the 
truth and believed with a most remarkable 
faith, a faith that saw the King in His glory 
in Christ on the cross by his side, and knew 
that He would come in his kingdom. 


In Matthew 27:54 we have the reaction of 
the centurion who had charge of the soldiers, 
and the soldiers themselves as they feared great- 
ly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. 

Not all of those who “sitting down they 
watched him there,” were scoffing and jeering. 
Some saw His glory; some praised Him; others, 
like the women, were beholding afar off and 
grieving. There was praise mixed with con- 
demnation; glory with shame; faith in the midst 
of unbelief. 


II. Jesus Condemned: 27:11-54. 


This chapter is mainly an account of His 
unjust trials and condemnation and the shame- 
ful proceedings which accompanied these. I 
am afraid that our very familiarity with these 
words has a tendency to harden our hearts, 
and we read them without much feeling. We 
ought to pray for tender hearts as well as under- 
standing hearts as we “think on these things.” 
Someone reading this chapter for the first time 
could hardly keep back the tears. May we feel 
as well as see. 


1. Jesus and Pilate: 11-26. 


Who could imagine Caesar Augustus being 
tried by a governor of a minor province of 
the empire? Yet, a far greater than Caesar is 
here; the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
The Just Judge of all the earth is being tried 
by an unjust judge : the Innocent is standing 
before the guilty; the Holy One before the 
immoral and impure Pilate. 


It is no wonder that the judge is afraid of 
his Prisoner. Pilate marveled as Jesus answered 
never a word; he was troubled by the message 
of his wife; he well knew that Jesus was inno- 
cent. 


He is more afraid of the Jews. He wanted 
to keep his position and knew that they could 
stir up all sorts of trouble for him politically. 
So many crimes are committed because poli- 
ticians are afraid of what the people will do. 
His pathetic attempts to get rid of Jesus, (see 
John’s Gospel) make us almost pity him as 
he tries all sorts of ways, except the right way, 
to avoid passing sentence upon Him. The 
determined leaders of the Jews thwart every 
move made by Pilate to release Him, and at 
last he takes the basin of water and goes 
through the ceremony of washing his hands, 
saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just 
person. However, no amount of washing with 
water could cleanse those guilty hands, or relieve 
that guilty conscience. Pilate condemns him- 
self rather than his Holy Prisoner. 
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Then we read words which destroy even our 
pity for Pilate: “And when he had scourged 
Jesus.” Think of what this “scourging” meant. 
How could he put this finishing touch to his 
cowardly yielding to the pressure of the mob? 
He could at least have left off this added cruelty. 


2. Jesus and the Soldiers: 27-33. 


Jesus had already been shamefully treated by 
those called together by Caiaphas, (see chapter 
26:67,68) , when they spit in His face and buf- 
feted Him. 


Now He is in the hands of brutal Roman 
soldiers who despised the Jews and rejoiced at 
every opportunity of showing their hatred and 
scorn. So, with this double motive, their own 
beastly nature, and their contempt for all Jews, 
they proceed to torture their captive, putting 
the crown of thorns on His head, and mocking 
Him as “King of the Jews.” When they grew 
tired of their cruel sport they reclothed Him 
in His own garments and led Him out to a 
place called Golgotha. Jesus was so weak from 
the loss of blood and cruel treatment that He 
fell beneath the load of the cross and Simon 
of Cyrene was pressed into service to carry it 
for Him. I wish that there was some way for 
us to see and feel the awfulness of this scene. 
Before we pass on, let us remember that the 
beast is still in men. No amount of culture 
can remove it. All who are even faintly familiar 
with the events of our “cultured world” during 
the last thirty years know this. Men are not 
changed by “culture,” but by the work of the 
Spirit in their hearts. We read about the most 
revolting and brutal crimes committed in civil- 
ized America, and the treatment of the Hun- 
garians has made us see that human nature 
has not changed since the time of Christ. 


3. Jesus on the Cross: 34-54. 


To get the full account read all of the accounts 
in the Gospels. They supplement each other. 

Jesus refused the vinegar mixed with gall 
which had a somewhat deadening effect on pain. 
The soldiers proceeded to divide His garments 
and cast lots for the robe, for they did not wish 
to tear it. Pilate put up the inscription, This 
is Jesus the King of the Jews and refused to 
change the wording to suit the Jewish leaders. 
Two thieves are crucified with Him. (see Luke). 

Matthew tells of some of the miracles which 
took place: the veil of the Temple rent from 


top to bottom, the earthquake and the opening 
of the graves. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 14 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Can A Christian Be A Soldier? 


Scripture: Romans 12 and Ephesians 6:10-18 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Who Is On The Lord’s Side?” 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
“Lead On, O King Eternal” 


Suggestions for Program Leader: 

(In the minds of most young people there 
is little question about the propriety of being 
both a Christian and a soldier. If they are 
already convinced that Christians are justified 
in wearing a military uniform and bearing arms, 
they at least ought to give some thought to 
being good Christian soldiers. Many of the boys 
in youth meetings today will be in the military 
service in a few years or less. In this program 
you want to determine how a Christian can be 
a soldier and what kind of soldier a Christian 
can be. After you, as leader, make your intro- 
ductory remarks, have two of the young people 
to present the arguments usually advanced by 
pacifists and non-pacifists. Following their re- 
ports, ask the young people for their comments. 
You can usually start a discussion of this kind 
by asking questions of specific individuals.) 


Program Leader: 

It would never have occurred to most of us 
to ask this question, “Can a Christian be a 
soldier?” We have assumed that he could. The 
great majority of Christians have always felt 
the same way. This is especially true of our 
own church. The War for American Independ- 
ence was spoken of in the British Parliament 
as “that Presbyterian rebellion.” For many years, 
however, there have been some Christians who 
refused to bear arms on moral grounds. It is 
a violation of their religious conscience to be 
members of a military organization. Most 
notable among these in our own country are 
the Friends (Quakers) and the various Men- 
nonite bodies. Our government has always hon- 
ored the convictions of these bodies and of 
other individuals who believe as they do. No 
person who conscientiously objects to taking 
up arms is required to enter the military service. 
Other types of service may be required of them 
at times in lieu of military service. 


Many of the boys among us will be called 
into military service before long. Every Chris- 
tian must be convinced that this kind of service 
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is consistent with his faith before he enters 
upon it, and he ought to give serious thought 
to the kind of soldier a Christian should be. 
Through the points our speaker presents and 
through the discussion which follows we ho 

to bring out some ideas which will be helpful 
to those who are contemplating military life. 


First Speaker: 

People who are conscientiously opposed to 
bearing arms are usually called pacifists. Their 
lot is not easy. They are often accused of being 
cowardly or “yellow.” Sometimes they are 
abused. ‘These are some of the arguments they 
advance to uphold their position. 


1. The Bible says, “Thou shalt not kill.” 
This law admits no exceptions, even in cases 
of self defense. It is better to die than to kill. 
It is better to let our loved ones be killed than 
to kill in order to defend them. 


2. Christ said not to resist evil. (Read Mat- 
thw 5:38-39). This rules out all self-defense, 
and establishes the idea of non-resistance to evil. 
Some pacifists are not opposed to catching and 
punishing criminals in our own society, al- 
though, when perfectly consistent, they refuse 
to resist evil of any kind. 


3. Wars often create as many or more prob- 
lems than they solve. Most pacifists doubt that 
war solves anything. 


4. While it is very difficult to avoid all in- 
volvement in a war effort, pacifism bears wit- 
ness to the principle of love. 


Second Speaker: 

Non-pacifists do not deny that there is much 
of evil in war, or that wars may create as many 
problems as they solve, but they do have some 
very definite ideas as to why a Christian can 
and should do military service. 


1. The Bible never expressly condemns war, 
but it does tell us to be loyal to our government. 
(Read Romans 13:1-7.) 


2. War may be evil, but there are greater 


evils. To have religion blotted out would be 
worse than death. Failure to resist such an 
effort would be to condone it. If we fail to 
resist a killer, we condone his killing. In Old 
Testament times God commanded His people 
to go out and make war against the godless. 
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3. Taking up arms to defend it is one way of 
witnessing to the importance of that in which 
we believe. 


4. Non-resistance is not always the truest 
expression of love. A parent punishes the 
wrongdoing of his child because he loves him. 
Some pacifists think it wrong to correct their 
children. God has used war to punish evil 
nations. 


5. Every citizen of a nation contributes to 
the military establishment whether he wears a 
uniform or not. Every taxpayer is involved in 
military service. The only sure way of escaping 
a contribution to the war effort, would be to 
renounce one’s citizenship and leave the country 
altogether. Refusal to join a military organiza- 
tion is in reality just a gesture. 


6. On many occasions Paul likened Christians 
to soldiers. Surely he would not have used this 
figure if it had been contrary to God’s will for 
Christians to be soldiers. 


(Have a general discussion of the ideas pre- 
sented at this point.) 


Program Leader: 


We must not forget that our chief calling 
is to be soldiers of Christ in the war against 
Satan. In this war victory is assured, but the 
battle must be completed. There will never be 
any lasting peace on earth or any true freedom 
from evil as long as Satan has control of the 
lives of men. The best way of destroying Satan’s 
soldiers is to win them to Christ. Our strategy 
is to preach the Gospel which is the power of 
God unto salvation. If Christians before us 
had been more faithful in this kind of warfare, 
there would be less need for worry about the 
warfare of guns, tanks, planes, and bombs, and 
the place of the Christian in it all. 





Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 


By Hev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, April 14, Luke 19:28-40. It had been 
prophesied in the Old Testament that the Mes- 
siah would ride into Jerusalem on an ass (Matt. 
21:5; Zech. 9:9). It was on a colt that had 
never been ridden that Jesus entered Jerusalem 
(Luke 19:30). It is quite possible that Jesus 
knew the owners of the colt (vv.30-33). It 
should also be noted that He promised that 
it would be returned (Mark 11:3). Who was 
it that acclaimed Christ as He rode into Jeru- 
salem (Lk. 19:37)? Upon what basis did 
they feel He was worthy of acclaim (v.37b)? 
List the titles given Him (v.38). See also 
John 12:13. How were the circumstances of 
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Jesus’ entry in contrast to the titles attributed 
to Him? The follower of Jesus, though he 
follows a King, must likewise be willing to take 
a very humble place. 


Monday, April 15, Luke 19:45-48. This was 
the second time that Jesus had driven the money 
changers out of the temple — once at the very 
outset of His ministry (John 2:13-21) and now 
at His final appearance in Jerusalem just be- 
fore he was crucified (vv.45-46). Read through 
today’s verses (vv.45-48) to catch the drama that 
occurred and the boldness with which Jesus 
moved. What do you see of His personal cour- 
age? of firm, uncompromising conviction? of 
spiritual power? How is this picture of Jesus 
in contrast to the pale, weak, anemic Jesus so 
often presented to us? Jesus’ gentleness and 
lowliness (Matt. 11:28-30, Isaiah 53:4-7) can be 
appreciated only when viewed against the back- 
ground of His strength and authority. Only 
the truly strong (Lk. 19:45-48) can be truly 
lowly (vv.28-40,41). 

Tuesday, April 16, Luke 20:1-8. The holy 
purpose of the investigations of the religious 
leaders (vv.1-2) was to destroy Christ (19:47). 
In what dilemma did Jesus place the religious 
leaders in vv.3-7? Observe the thoroughness 
with which they thought through the conse- 
quences of their answer (vv.5-6) and the pru- 
dence of their reply (v.7). Notice the crafti- 
ness of the further step they took in their at- 
tack on Christ (vv.19-22). Only a quick mind 
could have proposed the problem of vv.27-33. 
Even though Jesus defeated them, judging by 
their approaches to Him, how would you char- 
acterize the religious leaders? With what basic 
sin did Jesus charge them (vv.45-47)? Though 
we are clever in our actions, the simple sin of 
pride can cause us to perform the very height 
of foolishness. 


Wednesday, April 17, Luke 21:37-22:6. Ob- 
serve that Judas’ sin against Christ was delib- 
erate and premeditated (vv.3-6). What seemed 
to be his motive in betraying Christ (Matt. 
26:14,15)? This was Judas’ basic characteristic 
all through Jesus’ three-year ministry (John 
12:4-6). Think anew on the treacherous man- 
ner in which Judas betrayed his Master (vv.47- 
49). Jesus knew all along what was in the 
heart of Judas (vv.21-23; John 6:70-71). It 
is difficult for us to know why He picked 
Judas to be one of the twelve, but we can ap- 
preciate the patience Jesus must have displayed 
on many occasions as Judas had been with Him 
for three years. Does Christ need to teach you 
the patience of living with someone who asso- 
ciates with you only for utilitarian purposes? 


Thursday, April 18, Luke 22:14-23. Jesus 
loved His disciples deeply (John 17:19). ‘They 
had been through much together (v.28). He 
had especially been looking forward to being 
with His disciples for the last time at the pass- 
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over feast (v.15). When would they next cele- 
brate the Lord’s Supper together (vv.16,18) ? 
Yet, even in these sacred moments there was 
the presence of the traitor (vv.21-23). Strife 
arose among the disciples (vv.24-27). There 
was the knowledge that His own disciples would 
forsake Him (vv.31-34). He, Himself was about 
to die a horrible death for the sins of the world 
(vv.17-20). Yet, through it all (vv.14-34) 
notice how calm and patient Jesus was. Have 
you learned the secret of love for men and con- 
fidence in God that can keep you unruffled in 
such situations? 


Friday, April 19, John 12:27-36. No experi- 
ence of suffering that we endure can compare 
to the suffering of Christ on the cross, but 
there are lessons we can learn from the way 
in which He met His “hour” to help us in 
our own times of trial. Are feelings of per- 
plexity or distress necessarily wrong, i.e., neces- 
sarily a sign of a lack of trust in God (v.27)? 
Do you think that such feelings are wron 
when dwelt upon or pampered (v.27)? What 
ought the one purpose of all our suffering be 





(v.28a)? The Christian who trusts His heaven- 
ly Father does not need a sign to prove that 
He is near, but is anxious that others know that 
God is glorifying Himself, working out His 
purpose (v.27b), through their suffering 
(vv.28b-30) . 


Saturday, April 20, Matt. 27:62-66. Notice 
the extreme precautions (vv.65-66) taken by 
the religious leaders to see that no rumor of a 
fictitious resurrection be started (vv.62-66). 
Notice, on the other hand, the rapid spread 
of the true report of a real resurrection (28: 
1-10, 16-20; the Book of Acts). How futile 
seem all the petty plots of men (27:62-66) to 
halt the irresistible working of the power of 
God (28:1-4). In their helplessness, the re- 
ligious leaders were forced to take the very 
measures they had been trying to prohibit (28: 
11-15). Think a little about the power and 
majesty of God as revealed in the resurrection 
(28:1-10,16-17). Can any earthly force keep 
His purpose for the world (28:18-20) or for 
your life (John 15:4,8) from being accom- 
plished? 





NEWS 





CHURCH E LES 








Honorary Degrees 


At a recent convocation celebrating the cen- 
tennial of Queens College, Charlotte, North 
Carolina, Mrs. W. Murdoch MacLeod, general 
director of United Church Women, received 
the degree of Doctor of Humanities. Mrs. Mac- 
Leod was presented by President Edwin R. 
Walker as “the woman whose post of religious 
service is perhaps the highest within the ranks 
of the Christian women of America.” Mrs. 
MacLeod also holds the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Religious Education, conferred in 
1954 by Southwestern University, Memphis. 


Dr. Rachel Henderlite, of the faculty of the 
General Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, 
Virginia, and Miss Myrtle Williamson, of the 
faculty of Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Ala- 
bama, also received honorary degrees at the con- 
vocation. Dr. Henderlite, who holds the Ph.D. 


degree in Christian ethics from Yale Divinity 
School, led the Bible hour each morning at 
United Church Women’s 1955 Cleveland As- 
sembly. 

—From The Church Woman 





ALABAMA 
Birmingham — Men of the Birmingham Presby- 
tery, Presbyterian Church, U. S., recently had as 
guest speaker at a dinner meeting, Dr. E. C. Scott, 
stated clerk of the General Assembly. The meet- 
ing was held March 12 at the Fairfield City Hall, 
with the Fairfield Presbyterian Church as host. 





FLORIDA 

Tampa — The Senior High School Fellowship 
of First Presbyterian Church here recently held 
a public show featuring the old art of rug hooking. 
A contest was open to any Tampan who wished 
to submit an entry, and an added attraction were 
the 16 floral arrangements, done by Tampa gar- 
den circles, to coordinate with the individual rugs. 

Many of the members of the Senior High Fel- 
lowship are rug-hookers themselves, including Miss 
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Martha Dickson, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. John B. 
Dickson, who has been hooking rugs since she was 
ten years old. Dr. Dickson is pastor of the First 
Church. 

Miami — Dr. L. Nelson Bell, noted Presbyterian 
medical missionary of Montreat, N. C., recently 
preached at Shenandoah Presbyterian Church here 
to wind up the week of self-denial and prayer for 
world missions. 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta — Two major recommendations from 
ad interim committees of a former General As- 
sembly have been knocked down by votes of the 
presbyteries within the Assembly. Announcement 
of results which killed the two recommendations 
was officially made today by Dr. E. C. Scott, 
Stated Clerk of the denomination. Of the total 
85 presbyteries called upon to ratify the Assem- 
bly’s recommendations, all but two have officially 
reported. 


By a narrow margin — only 39 to 44 votes — 
presbyteries failed to approve a recommendation 
of the 1956 General Assembly that would permit 
the ordination of women as elders and deacons 
on a permissive basis within local churches. A 
change in the Book of Church Order — necessary 
before any alteration in the status of officers 
ean be put into effect — needed only a majority 
vote to become valid. 


Earlier, another recommendation placed by the 
1956 Assembly, was killed in an overwhelming 
vote of 29 - 54. This recommendation would make 
changes in the Confession of Faith which would 
have deleted certain paragraphs dealing with the 
Church’s stand on divorce and remarriage. The 
proposal called for decisions on remarriage follow- 
ing divorce to be left to the discretion of a com- 
mittee and the minister within each local church. 


In order to change the Confession of Faith, an 
affirmative vote of three-quarters of the presby- 
teries is mandatory. 





LOUISIANA 


New Orleans — A special service commemorat- 
ing the 110th anniversary of the Third Presby- 
terian Church of New Orleans was conducted in 
the sanctuary of the church on March 7 at 7:45 
P. M Dr. C. Penrose St. Amant, professor of 


Church History at the New Orleans Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary and now presently engaged in 
writing a history of the Presbyterian Church in 
Louisiana, delivered the historical address on the 
subject, “Eleven Decades of Grace and Labor.” 


The session of the present church is composed 
of C. A. Bader, W. F. Delotues, Vernon R. Ken- 
nedy, F. E. Nance, M. A. Quartararo, E. L. Ridlen, 
C. B. Thomas, George S. Thomas, Joseph C. White 
and J. T. Young. The Board of Deacons is com- 
posed of A. S. Aitken, W. E. Bader, W. C. deBrueys, 


M. L. Edgett, C. P. Edmonds, C. G. Flaig, O. H. 
Hastings, H. L. Hitt, J. C. Kirkwood, 0. C. McNeese, 
John Montgomery, Raymond Nolan, Phillip Quar- 
tararo, H. A. Ridlen, and Arthur Shank. Other 
leaders include George Broten, president of the 
Men of the Church; Mrs. Albert Hurwich, presi- 
dent of the Women of the Church; Mr. George §S. 
Thomas, superintendent of the Sunday School; 
Henry Weber, president of the Senior High Fel- 
lowship, Linda Brandt, president of the Pioneer 
Fellowship, and Mrs. Edith M. Flynn, Director of 
Christian Education. 





MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson — The engagement of Miss Lenoir Mer- 
cer Williams, daughter of Isham Bowland Williams 
of Dunn, N. C., to the Rev. Leslie Campbell 
Tucker, Jr., pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Dunn, was announced here recently. The wed- 
ding is planned for April 27. 





Laurel — Mrs. J. Curtis Crane, wife of Dr. J. 
Curtis Crane, recently gave a brief lecture for her 
many friends here, and illustrated her lecture with 
her own paintings. 

Dr. and Mrs. Crane, the former Florence Hed- 
dleston, came back to the United States last fall 
from the mission field in Korea. Mrs. Crane is 
recognized as an authority on Korean flowers and 
plants, and has illustrated a book on the flowers. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte — The Rev. Charles E. Kirkpatrick has 
accepted a call to become pastor of Forest City 
Presbyterian Church. He was formerly pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church in Lowrys, S. C. He at- 
tended Presbyterian College and Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary. 





Davidson — Nine Davidson College seniors have 
been elected to Phi Beta Kappa, highest academic 
honor the college bestows. 


They are Milton F. Campbell of Taylorsville, Dan 
S. LaFar, Jr., of Gastonia, William W. Daniel of 
Jacksonville, Fla., and Philip F. Kukura of Deland, 
Fla. 


Also, three Tennesseans, John C. Gilmer of Bris- 
tol, F. Leon Howell, Jr., of Copperhill, and Emory 
Kimbrough, Jr., of Clarksville; Basil Price Sharp 
of Marlinton, W. Va., and Edwin S. Young of 
Louisville, Ky. 


Selection is based uvon excellence in “general 
scholarly attainments,” and is limited to not more 
than twelve and one-half percent of the senior 
class. All selected have an average of B plus or 
better. 


The selectees are outstanding student leaders as 
well as scholars. LaFar is student body president, 
Young is editor of the yearbook, Campbell and 
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Sharp are varsity athletes, Kimbrough and Kukura 
are honorary fraternity leaders, Daniel is president 
of his social fraternity and Gilmer is battalion com- 
mander in the ROTC unit. 


Howell is associate editor of the student news- 
paper and holds a Union Carbide and Carbon Co. 
scholarship. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Laurinburg — Dr. S. H. Fulton, pastor of the 
Laurinburg Presbyterian Church, led in a prayer 
of dedication on the site of the Consolidated Pres- 
byterian College at a ceremony which marked the 
beginning of service as President of the Board of 
Trustees of the college for Dr. Marshall S. Wood- 
son, and the beginning of term as vice-president 
for Dr. Louis C. LaMotte. 





A temporary office has been opened in the edu- 
cational building of the Laurinburg Presbyterian 
Church. 





Lumberton — The annual retreat of the Directors 
of Christian Education in the Synod of North Caro- 
lina was held recently in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Lumberton. Minister of the host church 
is Dr. R. F. Sloop, and the Director of Christian 
Education at the Church is Miss Helen Tillinghast, 
retiring president of the organization. 


Principal speakers for the approximately 115 
D.C.E.s in the Synod were Dr. Henry DuBose, 
former president of Assembly’s Training School, 
and Dr. Sara Little, professor at the Richmond 
school. Dr. Dubose was the Bible teacher, and 
Miss Little conducted Group Dynamics at the con- 
ference whose theme this year was “Unity in 
Christ.” 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Greeleyville — Mr. and Mrs. Ira McLees Moore, 
missionaries in the Belgian Congo, are in Greeley- 
ville on furlough, and plan to speak at various 
churches all over the state this month. 





Kingstree — Central Presbyterian Church of 
Kingstree held groundbreaking ceremonies recently 
for a new church at the present site. The pastor, 
the Rev. Russell W. Park, Jr., lead the service. 
Members of the building committee are H. M. 
Brown, Mrs. Minnie S. Kellehan, Mrs. J. L. Brown, 
Jack Scott, E. D. Ward, R. C. Rogers, and R. I. 
Snowden. Treasurer of the building fund is 
W. N. Kellehan. 





TENNESSEE 


Nashville — The Rev. and Mrs. Lardner C. 
Moore of our Japan Mission announce the arrival 
of a son, Lardner Charles, Jr., in Osaka, Japan, 
on February 26. 

The Rev. and Mrs. John Folta of our Korea 
Mission announce the arrival of a son, Paul Humes, 
in Chunju on February 14. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Robert Hoffman of our 
Korea Mission announce the birth of a son, Frank 
Timothy, in Chunju, on February 21. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Herbert Meza and family 
of our Portugal Mission are scheduled to arrive 
in the United States on March 23 on an emergency 
health furlough. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Marshall Guthrie and son, of 
our East Brazil Mission, arrived in the United 
States February 21 for furlough. They proceeded 
to Indiana on arrival. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Shepard of our Congo Mis- 
sion announce the arrival of their daughter, Char- 
line Anne. She was born on February 21 in the 
Congo. 
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TANGANYIKA EN MOTO — that 
means “lake of fire” in Tangan- 
yika. Great, active volcanoes 
rear their heads and every native 
knows what those terrifying 
words mean. 


Tanganyika En Moto! 


Vf =SOLAKE 
OF FIRE! 


To Africans without God and His 
Son, the three words are dread 
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Board of World Missions 


Nashville — In a record-setting action, 20 mis- 
sionaries were appointed to service in seven Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., foreign fields, by the Board 
of World Missions in its March session here. This 
was the largest number of candidates for mis- 
sionary service ever to be approved during a single 
session of the Board. 


Of the 20 new appointees, nine will be engaged 
in educational work, eight in evangelistic, two in 
industrial and one in medical work. Brazil’s three 
fields will get seven of the 20, and the Belgian 
Congo six, Japan and Korea three each, and Mexico 
one. 


At the same time, however, the Board regretfully 
accepted the resignation of three missionaries, and 
the retirement of two others. Miss Eliza Gonzales, 
missionary to Brazil, resigned to be married to Mr. 
Henry L. Pierre of New York City, and Dr. and 
Mrs. Wm. W. Beckner, appointed missionaries to 
Africa, were forced to resign because of ill health. 
The retirement of Dr. and Mrs. S. H. Wilds, medi- 
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cal missionaries to the Congo, was accepted with 
expressions of “warm and affectionate appreciation 
for their service.” 


In another action, the Board approved a formal 
statement of policy concerning the marriage of mis- 
sionaries to nationals of the countries in which 
they are serving, and another concerning assign- 
ment of children of missionaries, should these chil- 
dren later volunteer for missionary service. 


The Department of Overseas Relief and Inter- 
church Aid presented the Board with a comprehen- 
sive report of the part played by the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., in the world wide relief work of 
Church World Service. The Rev. Paul B. Freeland, 
secretary of the department, reported that actual 
expenditures, plus the estimated value of clothing 
and surplus foods contributed through the denom- 
ination to CWS relief work of all types totaled an 
amazing $2,485,356.50 in 1956. 


“The Presbyterian Church, U. S., ranked fifth 
among the 35 cooperating denominations within 
Church World Service, in weight of used clothing 
provided for relief,’’ Mr. Freeland reported. “Our 
Church sent to CWS centers 178,293 pounds of 
clothing. Total receipts of 3,781,664 pounds of 
clothing by CWS was 23.7% in 1955, itself a record 
year.” 


The total value of surplus food distributed 
through CWS, as reported to the Board,was $27,- 
423,944, or 186,834,717 pounds. 


“The cost of distribution to needy in 34 coun- 
tries was only $734,000,” Mr. Freeland said, point- 
ing out this meant that each dollar of the $54,500 
provided for surplus food shipment by the South- 
or Church, paid for distributing 254 pounds of 


The Board was also told that gifts continue to 
be received for use on Hungarian relief. Since 
January 15, $8,049 has come in, Mr. Freeland stat- 
ed. The total thus far received by the Department 
for aid to the Hungarians is $34,247. The full 
load of Hungarian relief very soon must be car- 
ried by religious groups, Mr. Freeland warned, 
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since the Red Cross and other secular agencies are 
pulling out within a few weeks, even though more 
than 70,000 refugees remain in camps in Austria. 


The policy statements concerning marriage to 
nationals is as follows: 


“General Statement: 


“The World Mission enterprise of our Church 
should be essentially an expression of the mis- 
sionary purpose and devotion of our own people 
and must be sustained primarily by the dedication 
of life and means of our own membership. It is 
to be expected, therefore, that the Board will con- 
tinue as in the past to look chiefly to the young 
men and women of our own communion for the 
personnel needed to carry this enterprise forward 
in the world. 


“This policy of the Board does not preclude the 
enlistment as missionaries of qualified and dedi- 
cated persons from other denominational back- 
ground who are in harmony with the principles 
and the declared faith of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, though it is recognized as 
desirable that such persons, wherever willing, should 
transfer their membership to our Church in the 
interest of the fullest possible identification both 
with the sending constituency and the co-workers 
on the field. 


“Nor does the policy of the Board preclude the 
appointment as missionaries of qualified nations 
of other lands, provided they are willing to accept 
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their assignment to countries other than their own. 
For practical reasons, the Board does not deem 
it wise to engage nationals to work in their own 
countries except through the agency of the Mis- 
sions on the field or through the National Churches 
themselves. 


“Marriage of Missionaries to Nationals: 


“In the event of the marriage of a missionary 
on the field to a national of that country, his status 
as a missionary is affected only with relation to 
the particular country involved. He and his wife, 
with their consent and the Board approval, may 
be transferred to any other field without interrup- 
tion of missionary status. It is understood, of 
course, that the new partner in such marriage is 
expected to submit to the Board the usual applica- 
tion for appointment to missionary service. In 
the event that the couple is unwilling to accept 
transfer to another country, the effect of their 
decision is to terminate their relation to the Board. 
However, the Mission of the field is still free in 
its discretion to engage the services of such per- 
sons within its program of work by direct agree- 
ment or contract with the individuals concerned 
exactly as in the case of employing a teacher in a 
school, or a national work for an evangelistic 
field, or a doctor in a hospital. The salaries and 
appropriations in such cases are to be paid from 
the Mission’s field budget, and no provision is 
made by the Board for furlough, retiring allow- 
ances, etc. Persons engaged on this basis are not 
classified as “‘missionaries” in the technical sense, 
and do not hold membership in the Mission. 


“Children of Missionaries, born on the field, are 
not regarded as ‘nationals’ under the terms of 
reference of this policy. However, for practical 
reasons, it is usually advisable for them to retain 
or acquire American citizenship if they have ex- 
pectations of serving as missionaries under a Board 
which has its seat in the United States.” 


Of the 20 new missionaries, appointees to Brazil 
are: The Rev. and Mrs. Pierre Wilds DuBose, 
Jr., of Tallapoosa, Ga., where he is the pastor of 
the Bremen-Tallapoosa Churches; to North Brazil 
as evangelistic-educational missionaries. 


Miss Betty Latimer of Decatur, Ga., where she 
is director of Christian education for the Decatur 
Church; to East Brazil as an evangelistic mission- 
ary. She is engaged to marry the Rev. Ernest E. 
Gilmore, Jr., already serving on that field. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Frank Edward Soules, of 
Decatur, Ga., where he is now doing graduate 
work at Columbia Seminary; to North Brazil as 
educational missionaries. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Donald William Kaller of 
Hampton, Va., where he is assistant minister of 
First Church; to West Brazil as evangelistic mis- 
sionaries. 


Appointees for the Belgian Congo: 


Mr. and Mrs. John Weaver Davis, of Browns, 
Ala., where they operate a dairy and beef farm; 
to Congo as industrial missionaries. 


Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Gordon Jackson, of Austin, 
Texas, where they are doing a year’s special study 
at Austin Seminary, in preparation for service 
as Medical (dentist) and educational missionary 
work in the Congo. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Daniel Purdy Juengst of 
Jacksonville, Fla., where he is pastor of Second 
Church; to Congo as evangelistic and educational 
missionaries. 
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Appointed to Mexico: Miss Helen Blanch Tanne- 
hill, of Dallas, Texas, and Richmond, Va., where 
she is a student in Assembly’s Training School; to 
go as an educational missionary. 


Appointees to Korea: 


Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Elmer Prince, Jr., of 
Dallas, Texas, where he is research assistant in 
the Department of Electrical Engineering, South- 
ern Methodist University; to go to Taejon College, 
Korea, as educational missionaries. 


Mr. Homer Tyndale Rickbaugh, of New Castle, 
Pa., and Louisville, Ky., where he is a student in 
Louisville Seminary; to the Presbyterian Seminary, 
Seoul, Korea, as an educational missionary for a 
term of three years. 


Appointees to Japan: 


Mr. and Mrs. Merle Irwin Kelly of Apopka, Fla., 
and Richmond, Va., where he is a student in As- 
sembly’s Training School; to Nagoya, Japan, and 
educational missionaries in music at Kinjo College. 


Miss Katherine Clements Womeldorf, of Rich- 
mond, Va., where she is a student in Assembly’s 


Training School; as an educational missionary to 
Japan. 


LETTERS 














From Georgia—‘Before I took the JOURNAL, 
I was warned that ‘it was dangerous reading’ 
(a year ago that was). Now it is something 
I would not want to be without. Enclosed is 
check for renewal. God ‘bless and increase’ 
you.” 


From Virginia—‘“I wish to express my gratitude 
for ‘something new we are having in the 
JOURNAL’s Women of the Church Depart- 
ment — special treatment of the Minor 
Prophets and the material for Circle Bible 
study. Let me assure you of my continued 
prayers for God’s guidance in your important 
work for our Church. Thank your staff of 
workers for the blessing I have received from 
the pages of the JOURNAL in the past.” 


From West Virginia—“I loaned my JOURNAL 
to one of our members, and after reading it 
she said, ‘When they sent me sample maga- 
zines and literature to recommend to my 
Christian friends, I wonder why they did not 
include the JOURNAL as the kind of litera- 
ture to have in the house’?” 





From Georgia—“My wife was substituting for 
an absent teacher in the Women’s Bible Class 
last Sunday, and held in her hand a copy of 
the JOURNAL, to which she referred dur- 
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ing the lesson discussion. At the close of 
the lesson three ladies (see names and ad- 
dresses on list enclosed) handed her the sub- 
scription price and asked her to send for it. 
Herewith enclosed check for $9.00 to cover.’ 


From North Carolina—‘I do enjoy your paper. 
It is passed on at once to others who also 
get inspiration from it.” 


From North Carolina—“The JOURNAL is a 
real blessing to me. I teach a Sunday school 
class and get so much help from its pages. 
In my opinion it is the best of all our re- 
ligious papers.” 





BEE 
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CHRISTIAN PERSONAL ETHICS. Carl 
F. H. Henry. Wm. B. Eerdmans. $6.95. 


The study of ethics is not a new form of 
intellectual exercise. The ancient Greeks had 
much to say on this subject. They defined it 
as the study of forms of human behavior for 
the purpose of discovering their worth and ef- 
ficacy as means to the perfection of life. Through 
the centuries serious thinkers have engaged in 
trying to reach definite conclusions as to just 
which acts may be called good and which bad. 


Christian ethics goes beyond philosophical 
ethics. It is the study of human behavior in 
relation to its approval or disapproval in the 
light of the Biblical revelation. Dr. Henry be- 
lieves that the time is ripe for a renewed study 
of Christian ethics. He says that his studies and 
reflections on this subject during the years have 
brought about two major convictions in his 
mind. The first is the impotence and sterility 
of speculative ethics which are segregated from 
the ethics of revelation. The second conviction 
is that Christian ethics becomes impoverished 
when unrelated to the problems of secular 
morality to which the man of the world seeks 
an answer. These two convictions are dealt with 
in a masterly fashion and applied in the sphere 
of Christian personal ethics. 


The contents of this volume are divided into 
two sections. Section I discusses speculative 
philosophy and the moral quest. Various types 
of naturalism, idealism, and existentialism are 
examined in this section. 


Section II comes to grips with the redemption 
of the moral life as interpreted by Christianity 
and its moral revelation. There are 22 chapters 
in this section dealing with the distinctive views 
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of Christian ethics. Henry accentuates the 
fact that in the Scriptures God has revealed Him- 
self and His will to man and given man the 
capacity to comprehend this revelation. 


Dr. Henry observes that Christian ethics is 
shrouded with confusion today in the treatment 
of the Law and its relation to the Gospel. He 
writes, “The role of the Law has thus become 
one of the most difficult questions of contem- 
porary study and Christian ethics.” 


The Mosaic Law is held in high esteem by 
the author. He declares, “The significance of 
the Law is that it inscripturates God’s command 
in propositional form as a fixed rule of life. 
As such, it is an expression of God’s eternal 
moral will, grounded ultimately in the very 
being of God. The Law tells what the eternally 
righteous Creator and Lord requires of his crea- 
tures. Since it is based on the nature and pur- 
pose of the changeless God, the Law can never 
be abolished, but remains forever. Not even 
Christ abrogates the Law taken in this sense, 
nor is the Divine salvation of sinners by grace 
accomplished in violation of the moral law or 
in disregard to justice.” 


Once more Dr. Henry writes, “The Mosaic 
law as moral, as non-ceremonial, is the revela- 
tion of the righteous will of the immutable 
God, a Divine declaration of holy will which 
directs and bounds all men in all times and 
all places. It constitutes their whole duty toward 
God. Yet it obviously was not the first transcrip- 
tion of the Divine mind and will for man. It 
was rather the republication of God’s will for 
mankind from the very beginning in classical 
form and under new sanctions along with the 
divinely-willed ceremonial elements of the He- 
brew cultus. The Mosaic law must thus be com- 
prehended as a crucial phase of a larger unity. 
From one viewpoint, it reinforces what is in- 
scribed as moral law upon the hearts of all 
men (Rom. 1:19f, 2:14f). This elemental law, 
which initially supplied the basis of a covenant 
of works, is objectively restated by the law of 
Moses and confronts man as sinner with the 
Divine expectation and command. Nor was the 
Mosaic law the last transcription. God does not 
desire a mere external regard for his command- 
ments; the Mosaic law itself looks ahead to the 
moral law reinscribed upon the hearts of men 
by the Spirit of God (Jer. 31:33). The law 
of Moses was not given as the way of salvation 
by works; it presupposed the Abrahamic cove- 
nant of grace, and it was addressed to the chil- 
dren of promise, to the chosen people. The 
cardinal significance of the Sermon on _ the 
Mount has already been discussed. The unity 
of the moral law is thus to be found in the 
righteous will of the changeless God, written 
upon men’s hearts, obscured but not obliterated 
by sin, republished in the Mosaic revelation, 
made subjectively vital through regeneration.” 
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Again the writer comments, “The eternal 
moral law of God is binding on believer and 
unbeliever alike. To the believer, this is not 
a predicament of terror for the sole reason that 
the Saviour has met the full demand of the law 
and is the ground of his salvation. But believer 
and unbeliever alike are answerable to the Di- 
vine moral demand. God condemns one because 
the law’s demands are not met by him; he spares 
the other because they are met in a substitute 

A balanced statement of Christian ethics 
must avoid the distortion of both Law and Gos- 
pel, protecting the former from the perversion 
of legalism, and guarding the latter from the 
perversion of antinomianism.” 


In view of the fact that extreme dispensa- 
tional teachings have perverted the Biblical con- 
cept of the law, it ts a wholesome thing to 
hear Dr. Henry warn, “The forgiven Christian 
is not a lawless Christian. Grace enables him 
to conform more and more to the image of the 
changeless Law-Giver.” 


Dr. Henry rightly insists that ethics is not 
primarily a matter of human relationships, but 
is fundamentally a man-to-God relationship. He 
agrees with Calvin that the Christian answer to 
How can we as sinners be considered righteous? 
is found in redemption. 


Che foundation of ethics, says Calvin, is in 
the atonement. He points out that it is the main 


difference between the Gospel and philosophy. 
Dr. Henry concurs in this statement. The Chris- 
tian doctrine of the atonement takes moral evil 
and also the moral nature of God seriously. 


The author is correct in saying, “The assault 
m the doctrine of atonement has also led to 
flimsy evaluations of moral evil. To declare 
that sin does not lead to death and doom is 
to question whether holiness and justice are 
attributes of God as well as to misrepresent as 
tolerable to God what is actually opposed and 
abhorrent to His nature. Belief in the atone- 
ment, therefore, keeps the general respect for 
morality from deteriorating into an ethics of 
convenience.” 


An objective atonement and Christian ethics 
must ever go together. Because of this necessity 
Dr. Henry declares, “Faith in the atonement 
of Christ is the supreme moral act of which 
man is capable. It does not by-pass the ethical 
verdict against moral evil but enforces it. It 
is the over-emphasis on the moral effect of 
Christ’s death that does not see in the atone- 
ment an objective work directed primarily to 
satisfy the outraged holiness of God.” 


_ The author subscribes to James Denney’s view 
in this connection that the over-emphasis of 
the moral effect of Christ’s death leads sooner 
or later to hedonistic rather than ethical esti- 
mates of life. Thus Dr. Henry affirms, “Chris- 
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tian ethics and the atonement are inextricably 
bound together. To deplore the atonement, 
whether it be simply dismissed as superfluous 
or decried as barbarous, is to deplore Christian 
ethics. There is no Christian ethics that does 
not flow directly from the atonement.” 


Anyone desiring to obtain a comprehensive 
and constructive guide to Christian living will 
find this volume to be highly satisfactory. The 
exhaustive documentation and the penetrating 
analyses will earn for this monumental work 
a place of enduring importance among students 
of Christian ethics. Ministers are expected to 
give authoritative guidance on life’s situations 
and problems. This volume will assist in this 
ministry. 


.RR. 





ESCAPE FROM A KILLER 
By Lowell Saunders 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 


One of the most vicious threats to human life 
during cold weather is carbon monoxide gas 
poisoning. This gas attacks its victim without 
warning and frequently results in death, com- 
ments the Illinois State Medical Society. 


The exhaust from an automobile is the most 
common source of carbon monoxide gas. Dur- 
ing cold weather, people often keep the car 
windows tightly closed. The exhaust fumes seep 
into the car where they are inhaled. Because 
of the odorless, colorless and tasteless quality, 
persons breathing the fumes are unaware of the 
gas until symptoms develop. 


Symptoms may progress from a headache and 
dizziness to muscular weakness, loss of memory, 
unconsciousness and finally death. By the time 
the victim becomes aware of his danger, he may 
be unable to save himself because of induced 
muscular weakness. 


Sin sometimes reacts upon a person’s soul 
in much the same way carbon monoxide affects 
his body. Sin in its many guises may seem to 
be inoffensive, unobjectionable, even harmless. 
But sooner or later sin makes itself known. “Be 
sure your sin will find you out” (Numbers 
32:23). And sin kills. “The wages of sin is 
death” (Romans 6:23). 


Happily there is one great difference between 
sin poisoning and carbon monoxide poisoning. 
The victim of gas may recognize his plight too 
late to save his life; the victim of sin once made 
aware of his peril assuredly may be saved, re- 
gardless of how far advanced is his condition. 
The way is simple, but it works every time. 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). 
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